 
¶ The Gathering 
 	 
My vows to you I must perform, O God; 
I will render thank-offerings to you. 
For you have delivered my soul from death, and my feet from falling, 
so that I may walk before God in the light of life. 
 
Let everything be said and done in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ. 
Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs: 
let us sing to God with thankful hearts. 
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Open our lips, Lord: 
and we shall praise your name. 
 

 
 

Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the world, 
and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources given to us. 
 
When we have sown sparingly; 
fill our hearts with generosity. 
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
When we have given reluctantly; 
fill our hearts with generosity. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
When we have failed to protect resources for others; 
fill our hearts with generosity. 
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 	 
Let us pray.  
 
Collect 
God, from whom all good things come, 
you shower us with blessings
and you make us stewards of your world; 
give us generous hearts, 
make us cheerful givers, 
filled with desire to see the dawning of the Kingdom
of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
 
¶ The Word of God 
 


The first reading 2 Corinthians 8.7-15 (TNIV)
2 Corinthians 8 New International Version - UK (NIVUK)
7 But since you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you[a] – see that you also excel in this grace of giving.
8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
10 And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.
13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it is written: ‘The one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not have too little.’[b]

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 





Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The Gospel is read. Mark 14.3-9 (NRSV)
Mark 14 New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)
3 While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,[b] as he sat at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. 
4 But some were there who said to one another in anger, ‘Why was the ointment wasted in this way? 5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii,[c] and the money given to the poor.’ And they scolded her. 
6 But Jesus said, ‘Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. 8 She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. 
9 Truly I tell you, wherever the good news[d] is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
A reflection is given
 
Silence is kept. 
 
	 


¶ Prayer 
 
Let us offer our prayers to God for the life of the world and for all God’s people in their daily life and work. 
 
Gracious God, 
thank you for this beautiful, rich and abundant world  
which you have created and entrusted to our care as stewards; give us wisdom to manage resources well  
and to practice heartfelt generosity.  
As we live each day,  
help us to treat this earth gently  
and receive its goodness with gratitude.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Generous God, 
help us to remember  
that you are the Giver of all we have  
and to relinquish pride of ownership and be truly free.  
We pray especially for our government, politicians and business leaders,
those who manage our economy, 
and those have responsibility to care for our environment. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God,  
your word promises that you know all the material things
that we need to live but we find it hard to trust.  
We pray for all those who struggle with the burden of personal debt;
for those too frightened to face the problem,  
for couples who cannot talk about it,  
for children who cannot understand but live with the worry.  
We pray also for those who are consumed by money worries,  
anxious about jobs or homes or the future;  
those who feel they have lost control of money and cannot cope.  
We pray especially for those we know who are struggling.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Giving God, you want us to be generous people offering our time,  
our skills and abilities and our money to your service.  Guard us from holding tight when we should be letting go
and honouring you as Lord of all we have.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father,  
we pray for those known to us who watch or wait or weep today:  
the sick; the lonely; those caring for others;  
those finding it hard to care for themselves;  
for the dying and those who wait with them; for the bereaved.  
In a moment of silence, we remember those whom we love but see no longer. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, 
loving and giving God, 
you look with compassion 
on all who turn to you: accept these prayers  
for the sake of your son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


¶ Communion 
 
If God will be with us, 
so that we go in peace, 
then the Lord shall be our God; 
and of all that God gives us we will give to him. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of God’s peace. 
 
The Peace is shared, and the altar is prepared.  
During this time, we sing When I survey the wondrous cross 



Verse 1
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride


Verse 2
Forbid it Lord that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ my God
All the vain things that charm me most
I sacrifice them to His blood


Verse 3
See from His head His hands His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did ever such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Verse 4
Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small
Love so amazing so divine
Demands my soul my life my all

Edward Miller | Isaac Watts





The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good 
to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
Through him you have created us in your own image, 
and made us stewards of your good creation. 
Through him you teach us to exult in the birds of the air, 
the lilies of the field, the precious and life-giving crops of the earth. Through him you free us from the slavery of sin, 
giving him to die upon the cross 
and to rise again for our salvation. 
Through him, you begin your work of new creation, 
as we look for a new heaven and a new earth 
in which your righteousness dwells. 
Therefore, we join with angels and archangels, 
and give voice to every creature under heaven, 
ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 


Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, 
in the company of [N and] all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 	 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 
 
As stewards of your creation, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   Amen. 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
¶ Prayer after communion	 
	 
Here at your table, loving and righteous God, 
we know your boundless generosity exceeds 
all that we can desire or deserve: 
liberate us from all jealousy and greed, 
that by your Spirit we may respond cheerfully to your generosity, 
and may be free to love and serve others, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 	 
 
We say together The Diocesan Vision Prayer
Heavenly Father
We embrace Your call 
for us to make disciples, to be witnesses and to grow leaders.
Give us the eyes to see Your vision, 
ears to hear the prompting of Your Spirit
and courage to follow in the footsteps of Your Son, 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

¶ The Conclusion 
 
God the Father, who created the world, 
give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation. Amen. 
 
God the Son, who redeemed the world, give you hearts of generosity. Amen. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, 
help you to bear his fruits of love, joy and peace. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
